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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KHARTOUM 2526 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, SU 

SUBJECT: PETROLEUM: CHEVRON ACCELERATES EXPLORATION PROGRAM 
REP: KHARTOUM A-9L SEPTEMBER 13, 1976 

1 . CHEVRON OIL COMPANY APPEARS TO HAVE DECIDED TO ACCELERATE 

PACE OP ITS 50 MILLION DOLLAR EXPLORATION PROGRAM IN CENTRAL WESTERN 
SUDAN. INITIAL PROGRAM PLANNED FOR AIRBORNE MAGNETIC SURVEY, 
GRAVIMETRIC SURVEY, SEISMIC SURVEY AND FOUR EXPLORATION WELLS. 
CHEVRON HAS NOW DECIDED TO IMPORT ADDITIONAL DRILLING RIG. THIS 
ADDITIONAL RIG PROBABLY MEANS THAT CHEVRON WILL INCREASE SIZE OF 
THEIR EXPLORATION PROGRAM. ALSO, CHEVRON PLANS SPUDDING IN OF 
FIRST EXPLORATORY WELL ABOUT SEPTEMBER 15. THIS WELL WILL BE 
LOCATED ABOUT ONE HUNDRED MILES SOUTH OF BABANUSA NEAR RAILROAD. 

2. COMMENT. CHEVRON OPFICIALS AND CONTRACTORS ARE PINDING 
IT DIFFICULT TO CONCEAL THEIR OPTIMISM ABOUT OIL PROSPECTS IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 KHARTO 02526 290915Z 

THEIR CALIFORNIA SIZED CONCESSION AREA IN CENTRAL SUDAN. 

CHEVRON PERSONNEL HAVE DESCRIBED AREA AS LARGEST FREE WORLD 
ON LAND SEDIMENTARY BASIN IN WHICH NO DRILLING HAS TAKEN 
PLACE. REPORTEDLY SEISMIC WORK HAS DISCLOSED STRUCTURES OP 
"MIDDLE EAST DIMENSIONS." HOWEVER, EXISTENCE OP SUCH 
STRUCTURES DOES NOT NECESSARILY MEAN OIL. BY LATE THIS 
YEAR RESULTS SHOULD BE AVAILABLE FROM FIRST WELL. AT THAT TIME, 
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EMBASSY SHOULD BE ABLE TO ASSESS WHETHER "WILDCATTER'S OPTIMISM" 

HAS BEEN lUSTIEIED. 

BERGUS 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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